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The Commission on Institutions of Higher Education was formed in 1916 when the
Commission on Accredited Schools and Colleges was, upon revision of the constitution, replaced
by three commissions.  The Commission consisted of forty-eight persons, thirty representing
higher institutions and eighteen representing secondary schools.  Subject to the approval of the
North Central Association, the Commission was empowered to prepare standards to be met by
institutions of higher education, to make such inspection of institutions as it deemed necessary,
and to submit to the Executive Committee of the Assocation, for its approval and publication,
lists of institutions which were found to conform to the standards prescribed.1

In 1942, with the adoption of a new constitution, the Commission on Higher Education
was renamed as the Commission on Colleges and Universities (see 25/50/7). Constitutional
status was now granted to the subcommittee known as the Board of Review.  The Board was to
consist of seven members, and was responsible for analyzing the data submitted by institutions
seeking first accreditment, or retention of their earlier relationships, and to report its findings to
the larger body. 2

In the 1970 By-Laws of the Association, the Commission on Colleges and Universities
was renamed the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education. According to these By-Laws
the Commission “shall prepare policy statements....for the guidance of member and non-member
institutions of higher education; recieve and consider applications from institutions of higher
education for membership in the Association and, in connection therewith, to make surveys and
conduct examinations; request periodc reports form member institutions and make surveys and
conduct examinations of such members; prepare a list of institutions of higher education
recommended to the Association for accrediting.3

Box 1:

Agenda Committee, 1979
Annual Report of the NCA, 1968-1969
Annual Meeting Correspondence, 1971
Annual Meetings Financial Report, 1970-1971
Appeals Panel, 1981
Appointments Committee, 1982-1984

1992-1993
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1994
1996

Arizona University, 1978-1979
Committee on Composition of Consultant Evaluator Corps, 1978-1981
Committee on Institutional Financial Health, 1978
Committee on Reconsideration, 1971-1975
“Crossroads, Turning Points and Happenings - The Affairs and Course of the Commission,”

1974
Consultant-Evaluator Conferences, 1978

1979
Consultant-Evaluator Associates Programs, 1965-1971

1971-1972
1972-1973
1973-1974
1974-1975
1975-1976

Consultant-Evaluator Committee, 1987 (3 folders)
Consultant-Evaluator Training Program Evaluations, 1987
Correspondence, 1970

1971
1972

“Culture of the Commission: the North Central Association’s Commission on Institutions of
Higher Education,” 1990

Dues and Fees
Equal Rights Amendment and NCA Hall of Fame, 1977-1978
Executive Board Correspondence and Memoranda, 1945-1946

1947-1948
1948-1949

Box 2:

1949-1950
1950-1956
1976-1979
1980-1983
1986-1988
1988-1991

Executive Board Personnel Committee, 1977
Executive Board Public Reports of Actions, 1960-1985
Executive Board Orientation for New Members, 1984
Executive Board Materials Not Filmed, Reports
Financial Summary, 1962-1979
Financial Transactions, 1971-1973
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History and Purpose, Statement of Mission, 1992
Introduction to the Commission on Institutions of Higher Education, 1980
Lilla Engdahl, 1979
Memoranda and Reports, 1975
Memoranda, Charles Cook, 1979-1980
Mission Statement, 1977-1979
Organizational and Percentile Charts, 1936-1937
Petition for Renewal of Recognition, 1982
Professional Staff Responsibilities, 1973-1975
Position Papers, Agenda, Policies, Procedures, Guides, Correspondence, Items from Board

Members, Member and Non-member Institution Policies and Procedures, Staff Manuals,
Form Letters, 1968-1973 (folders 1-6)

Box 3:

1968-1973 (folders 7-12)
Workbook, 1973-1978


